Chinese Animal Protection Network                                                         http://capn-online.info

Q1.)
Traditionally how have the Chinese viewed animals presently and historically?

A: Traditionally, we have a positive attitude to animals. About 4000 years ago, in the Xia Dynasty, there were laws and regulations on protecting animals and the environment. The three most important philosophies (Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism) in China all have concern about reverence for animals and animal rights. Please note we are not talking about animal welfare here. Animal welfare is different from reverence for animals, and it is more of a Western idea, which focuses on the avoidance of suffering. For detail, please see the latest research on the issue Origins of Attitudes towards Animals. It can be found online. Vegetarianism has deep roots in Chinese tradition. 

Q2.)
Have there been any proposed laws against animal cruelty or for animal protection?

A: 
· China is a member nation of OIE (World Organization of Animal Health), the leading international governmental organizations of animal welfare. 
· China is a member of approximate 10 international agreements, such as CITES. The following link is an overview of International agreements of animal protection that China participates: http://appedia.arc.capn-online.info/ia  
· There is an animal protection clause in the Constitution. It was published in 1982: Article 9 “The state ensures the rational use of natural resources and protects rare animals and plants” 
· Law of the People's Republic of China on the Protection of Wildlife is a comprehensive law of wildlife protection. 

· The following link is an overview of lab animal protection regulations and guidelines of the People's Republic of China, national and provincial. http://appedia.arc.capn-online.info/cll. 

· Animal abuse and abandon are forbidden in some cities by Dogs Managements Regulations.
· Other regulations that include clauses of animal protection are: Animal Epidemic Prevention Law of the People's Republic of China, Animal Husbandry Law of the People's Republic of China, Pig Slaughter Regulations, Dogs Managements Regulations, Criminal Law of the People's Republic of China, Fisheries Law of the People's Republic of China, Forest Law of The People's Republic of China, Nature reserve regulations of the People's Republic of China
· There is a draft of the law against animal cruelty. The name of it is “Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Law of the PRC”.
Q3.)
If new laws are being drafted how will they create a better environment for the animals?

A: This new law aims to create a better environment for the animals. It has cruelty prevention measures for wild animals, farm animals, companion animals, laboratory animals, and other animals. It also has cruelty prevention measures in respect of veterinary treatment, the transport of animals and the slaughter of animals. You can find more information by reading the draft.

Q4.)
Has the conditions that animals are exposed to been improved in the last decade?

A: In the last decade, many works have been done to improve the conditions that animals are exposed to. However, after the nation opened up and reformed in recent years, the rapid developments of the economy and modern education brought more animal farming and more animal experimentation. There are people who want only money and do not care about animals’ welfare, just like in many other parts of the world. No large scale scientific research has been performed comparing the condition of animals in China over the years, but from our experience, the concept ‘Animal Welfare’ (we are not talking about animal rights and reverence for animals here, please see Origins of Attitudes to Animals for detail), which is related to welfare level of human in a society, is gaining more attention in general public. 

Q5.)
What does animal welfare mean to you and your organization?

A: Chinese Animal Protection Network (CAPN) is the first Chinese network for animal protection. We initiated many pioneering projects that target different animal issues such as networking of advocacy groups/individuals, campaigning against dog eating and cat eating, campaigning against animal hoarding, campaigning against massive dog/cat killing for population control, academic research of animal ethics, awareness campaign of lab animal protection and the promotion of vegetarianism. Those projects have led the direction of Chinese NGOs in the recent years. Since the launching of our first project back to 2004, our cooperative network has been expanding and has reached almost every part of China. At this moment, we have more than 40 member groups, two branches and over ten thousand individual supporters who recognize our values, and are using technology, research, education, artistry, and creativity to make our world a better place for all sentient beings. 

Our positions on issues are perhaps closer to ‘animal rights’ groups in the Western nations. We focus on the reverence for animals (including human). We support the work of all animal protection groups such as, wildlife protection groups, animal welfare groups, animal rights groups, etc.

We have a science-based philosophy of ‘animal rights’. We oppose violence in the animal rights movement and see animal rights as a dynamic concept; we believe the ‘rights’ of different animals are different because their needs are different. This philosophy has been over-generalized and simplified by many people.

Six keys of CAPN philosophy include:

Unity: animal rights philosophy is a part of universal law.

Complexity: everyone has his/her own animal rights view.

Evolution: human understanding of animal rights is evolving.

Continuity: continuity exists between everything, from humans to animals, from high animals to low animals. Difference is not discreet but gradual.

Non-violence: people cannot fight unethical behavior with unethical behavior; love and justice can make the difference.

Originality: animal rights is not a Western concept; the three pillars of Chinese tradition—Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism—all have teachings regarding respect towards the lives of animals. This is the essence of animal rights.

You can find more information about our philosophy on our Websites.

Q6.)
What are some of the names of animal rights organizations in China? 

A: We are working closely with many groups in China. Many Chinese groups are working on both animal welfare and animal rights issues. You can find the information of other animal protection organizations in China on our websites. The web address of CAPN is: http://www.capn-online.info 
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